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October 24, 2012
To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to you in support of Keli Gaines in her pursuits in the field of Special Education. Though many students ask me to make a request on their behalf, I only recommend students whom I feel are highly motivated and well-suited for the teaching profession. I place Ms. Gaines at the top of my list, one who is both dedicated to the study and to the practice of teaching.                                               

 Ms Gaines was in my Special Education 506MM intern course from Fall 2010 through Spring 2012, working to complete her Level One requirements.   During that time I was able to observe and evaluate Keli first hand. As her university supervisor I saw her continually grow as a professional. She was evaluated on classroom organization and management, the use of differentiation, SDAIE and universal design instructional models, IEP writing, assessment and evaluation processes, and the use of technology.  Her excellent work earned her an “A” for every semester.
Keli’s dedication, intelligence, and skills have created an educational environment for the children under her charge that would be a model for all other educators.  Her differentiated instructional approach (the use of hands-on activities and small cooperative learning groups) has achieved positive results in an atmosphere where children love learning. Her on-site supervisor, Brian Corrigan, who was extremely impressed, wrote the following, “This lesson was highly motivating to students, especially because they were able to apply their learning to something they all love to do…students were engaged because of your approach in teaching the material…that they were encouraged and invited to actively participate. These are the type of lessons that students don’t easily forget…real life applications…Great Job!”
 Ms. Gaines is an outstanding teacher. She is a team player, a dedicated learner, highly ethical and an individual with unlimited ability.  When I think of Keli, I think of her in the mentor level of the profession. Hence, I give her my highest recommendation. Feel free to contact me if you require further information. I can be reached at (818) 993-4042.

Sincerely, 
[image: image1.emf]Gregory Messigian
Lecturer/Supervisor 
California State University, Northridge
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